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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of any 
patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or on 
the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions related to conformity 
assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the WTO principles in the Technical Barriers 
to Trade (TBT) see the following URL: Foreword - Supplementary information

The committee responsible for this document is ISO/TC 215, Health informatics.
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Introduction

Chinese medicine has a history of several thousand years, formed by diverse schools of traditional Chinese 
medicine, which have produced a large amount of medical classics, which are extensive and profound, 
abundant in content, with lots of abstruse vocabulary. There are many versions and transcription errors. 
Chinese literature has characteristics that distinguish it from other literature, such as characteristic 
elements of TCM (traditional Chinese medicine) and the ancient literature. General literature metadata 
can not fully describe the TCM literature as a specialized area. This Technical Specification describes a 
set of TCM literature metadata to promote the work of the collection, storage, retrieval and use of TCM 
literature.
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Health informatics — Traditional Chinese medicine 
literature metadata

1	 Scope

This Technical Specification defines the core set of TCM literature metadata, describes the principles 
and methods of TCM metadata, and specifies the formal description of TCM metadata. It applies to 
the storage, processing, recording, maintenance and exchange of TCM literature. It covers areas of 
identification, content, distribution, constraint, quality, maintenance, and relationship of traditional 
Chinese medicine literature.

2	 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply.

2.1
metadata
data that defines and describes other data, i.e. data about data

2.2
traditional Chinese medicine
traditional medicine that originated in China, and is characterized by holism and treatment based on 
pattern identification/syndrome differentiation

2.3
metadata element
discrete unit of metadata

2.4
metadata entity
group of metadata elements and other metadata entities describing the same aspect of data

2.5
metadata section
subset of metadata that defines a collection of related metadata entities and elements

2.6
encoding scheme
scheme which provides contextual information or parsing rules that aid in the interpretation of a term 
value

Note 1 to entry: Such contextual information may take the form of controlled vocabularies, formal notations, or 
parsing rules.

2.7
element refinement
property of a resource which shares the meaning of a particular element but with narrower semantics

2.8
literature
carrier of the text, graphics, symbols, audio, video and other technical means to record human knowledge, 
or the curing of knowledge in a certain material carrier.
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